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1 INT. THEATRE FOYER - NIGHT 1

The empty theatre foyer is drizzled with the sound of light

playing music and the popping from the popcorn machine. The

foyer is long and wide with movie posters covering each of

the walls. The novelty carpet spotless.

A middle-aged man sits alone on a backless sofa eating

popcorn with one hand and sipping a drink from the other.

He is FRANK.

An appropriately dressed EMPLOYEE emerges from the double

doors of the cinema opposite FRANK. He is holding a black

garbage bag in each hand. As he clips the doors to stay

open, he nods at FRANK to welcome him into the cinema.

As FRANK stands up he notices his drink is nearly empty. He

changes course to the candy bar. As he is walking, the woman

at the candy bar glances up at him and straight back down.

She is SARAH.

SARAH is a 21 year old girl, in a short-sleeved white

button-up shirt with black painted fingernails, chipped. She

has a scratchy in her hand, which she scratches at with a 20

cent piece.

FRANK

Do you do free refills?

She stops scratching and then looks up at FRANK. She motions

to the sign taped above the drink machine. It reads "NO

REFILLS". She goes back to her scratchy.

FRANK opens his wallet. Empty. He smiles awkwardly and waves

his hand slightly and takes a few steps back before he heads

towards the cinema.

2 INT. CINEMA - NIGHT 2

FRANK sits in the centre of the empty theatre.

He sips at his empty drink and sighs at this realisation. He

looks at his popcorn as if he can no longer enjoy the salty

snack.

FRANK peers around the room -- nobody there. He then sees

the motion of a man in the doorway.

FRANK

Hello? The movie was supposed to

start 15 minutes ago.
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No response.

FRANK

Hello?

FRANK breathes out. He gets up and climbs the stairs to the

large double doors, he opens them.

3 INT. THEATRE FOYER - NIGHT 3

FRANK scans the foyer. No sign of the man. Then -- a bright

coloured light catches the side of his face.

Music starts. The woman from the candy bar stands a few feet

away, a pink cowboy hat on her head, eyes closed. Dancing.

Unaware of FRANK’s presence.

Blue and red lights flash and reflect off the disco ball

hanging above her.

She delicately swings the cowboy hat above her head as

though she is atop a horse.

FRANK stares in confusion for a few moments and then heads

in the direction of the bathroom sign.

4 INT. BATHROOM - NIGHT 4

FRANK pulls the door open in a rush and leads himself to the

sink. He grabs the sides of the basin and looks at himself

at the mirror.

He scoops his hands and splashes water in his face, almost

as if to wake him up from a dream. He hangs his head for a

few seconds.

As he looks back up at himself, a man in a black suit

appears next to FRANK. He has a folded white towel draped

over his forearm, with the other tucked behind his back.

His name is not important.

NOT IMPORTANT

Towel?

FRANK takes the towel and smiles and begins to say:

FRANK

Thank y-

FRANK slowly backs out of the room, drying his face in the

process. A stunned look on his face. He uses his back to

push the door open.
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5 INT. THEATRE FOYER - NIGHT 5

As FRANK turns around he sees no sign of the cowboy hat

wearing girl. He walks over to the box office and rings the

call bell sitting on the counter.

After a few seconds he hesitantly taps the bell again.

No longer holding full garbage bags, the EMPLOYEE pops up

from behind the counter. A chorus of laughter is heard.

FRANK looks again around the foyer to find no one in sight.

He turns back to face the EMPLOYEE.

FRANK

Was that you?

Another track of laughter is heard. The EMPLOYEE stands tall

and stiff with a large toothy grin.

FRANK stands unresponsive for a few seconds, unable to let

any words fall from his mouth.

FRANK then points his thumb over his shoulder towards the

door.

FRANK

I think I might head off...

FRANK is midway to the exit when he hears:

EMPLOYEE

Sorry for the technical issues sir,

but the movie is now running.

Another laughter track. Another toothy grin.

FRANK opens the doors to the exit and sees his old beaten

car, alone in the carpark.

6 EXT. CAR PARK - NIGHT 6

FRANK unlocks his car with his key in the door and slides

into the drivers seat.

With no luck, FRANK’s engine refuses to start. After a few

tries he admits defeat and rests his head on the steering

wheel.

After a while, he lifts his head and rests it against the

head rest. He looks to his right and sees that he’s now

parked outside his house.
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7 EXT. FRANK’S HOUSE - NIGHT 7

FRANK gets out of his car but leaves he door wide open as he

walks to his front door.

He sees the front door is ajar. He pushes it open with his

palm. He stands still in the doorway.

The sound of his TV playing is heard from the lounge, with

light bouncing into the hall.

He takes a slow step into the hall.

8 INT. CINEMA - NIGHT 8

As he walks through the doorway he emerges into the opening

of the cinema.

He stands shocked as the film plays in front of him. The

light from the film washes over his face.

He slowly walks down the stairs, until he reaches the middle

seats of the cinema. He walks into the empty aisle of seats.

As he sits down, the EMPLOYEE appears on the seat to his

right and hands him a bucket of popcorn. He hesitates, but

then slowly takes the bucket. The EMPLOYEE smiles warmly.

From his left, SARAH reaches over to hand him a large cup

filled with Coke. He takes it.

FRANK

Hey thanks.

She winks back at him.

FRANK sits and smiles and sips at his drink as he watches

the screen.

FADE OUT.

THE END.


