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Introduction: 
Twenty-four year old, James Shaw, is a New Zealander living here in Melbourne, Australia. 
At the end of 2015, he began his own small business online, Lemons Ceramics, and it has 
been growing in popularity ever since. He has been creating homely ceramics for just over 
two years now. A lot of his works are tied with a message or are inspired by his 
surroundings. Joining me in the studio, is James Shaw himself so we can squeeze some info 
from him! 
 
Base interview questions / discussion points: 
 
(Welcome James) 
 
You’ve been making ceramics for around two years now, and really that doesn’t seem like a 
very long time at all considering the incredible response you seem to get for your work. How 
did you begin creating ceramics? 
Was the process a difficult one? 
(Does it require a lot of time and patience?) 
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Once starting off, did you think it would remain a hobby or were you set on it from the 
moment you started and knew it was something you wanted to invest in? 
 
Both in terms of space and money, there is a massive amount of equipment that goes into 
pottery - the wheel, clay, glaze, kiln etc. so it’s a pretty hefty commitment, you must have 
invested quite a bit into this, do you have your own studio or do you have access to 
equipment elsewhere? 
How often do you work in your studio? 
 
Run us through the process of creating a vase. 
 
What was your first piece using a pottery wheel, and was it a disaster? 
Which has been a favourite piece you’ve made? 
Which has been your most intricate piece of work? 
 
Which combinations of clay and glazes do you prefer creating pottery with? 
 
What’s your reasoning behind the name Lemons Ceramics? 
 
There is a clear dedication to the work you’re doing, did you see yourself doing something 
like this around say, 5 years ago when you made the move to Melbourne? 
Or were there other endeavours? 
Do you see Lemons Ceramics remaining your primary endeavour for at least the next 5 
years? 
 
Do you think you would ever start your own physical store for your work, or do you feel 
there’s not enough of a market for a store entirely dedicated to pottery? 
Is consigning your work most ideal? 
(Considering other things which are being juggled) 
 
(As you began studying arts this year, do you feel your hands-on work pottery-making over 
the past two years has aided to your sculpture-making skills for instance? 
Has it made the transition easier?) 
 
Where do you gather inspiration from? (Give example of piece - not “NO.” cups) 
 
You have a series of work where your cups and vases etc. read “NO.” on them. Where did 
this idea arise and what does it aim to convey? (If anything specifically). 
 
There seems to be several references to breasts in your work, both in your ceramics and 
how they have been presented in photographs. What is your idea behind this? 
(Mention creating the NOPE Sisters cup for auction as well) 
 
Where is your/has your work displayed? I hear one of your pieces is going to be in a horror 
film… 



 
Where can our listeners buy your work? 
(i.e Guild of Objects, Junior Space, Room One Collective, Quirk and Co., Little Big Sugar 
Salt, Hunting for George) 
 
*Thank James* 
 
Wrap up: 
If you’re interested in supporting local artists, sipping from some lovely unique cups or 
potting your plethora of indoor plants stylishly, James Shaw’s recent series called ‘JIMMY,’ 
consisting of a few cups and planters is currently stocked online at designer homewares 
store, Hunting For George at huntingforgeorge.com. He has a wider range of work, including 
vases and bowls on his own website, lemonsceramics.com. You can also find Lemons 
Ceramics on both Facebook and Instagram to keep in the know! 

http://www.huntingforgeorge.com/
http://www.lemonsceramics.com/

