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Our short film Skin Deep falls primarily into the drama genre. However, as we follow 
a young protagonist trying to find her place in the social media landscape, and in real 
life, we also find ourselves exploring themes of coming of age.  
 
The visuals will present the deeper issues of self-worth, body image, and the 
conversations surrounding plastic surgery through an artistic lens. We want elements 
such as pastel surroundings, youthful clothing and props to be in direct contrast to 
the protagonist’s internal battles. This style will emphasise the perception that teens 
and young adults live simple carefree lives, whilst the subject matter will reflect the 
reality of struggling with deeper issues of identity, self-perception and expression. 
 
As this film is inspired by and discusses social media, there will be a focus on the 
technological elements and their presence in the setting. Phone and laptop screens 
will at times glow on the protagonist’s face or light up parts of the frame. In scenes 
with the absence of technology, fluorescent lighting will be used which has a similar 
effect and aesthetic quality as glowing screens.  
 
However, we also want to stray away from stereotypical imagery associated with 
social media influencers to show a different side of these which often isn’t presented 
in films. For example, the interior world of the protagonist will appear messy and 
almost claustrophobic in comparison to their picture-perfect presence online.  
 
Films such as The Virgin Suicides (Sofia Coppola, 1999), and Palo Alto (Gia 
Coppola, 2013) have been of inspiration for Skin Deep as they reflect an ‘ordinary’ 
and relatable teen experience through their imagery and slow pacing. They have 
also been of inspiration when thinking about how we will present the romanticised 
aspects of our film with underlying feelings of melancholy.  
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