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I NT. WLLIAMS AND SON' S PRESS ROOM - DAY 1

The PRESS huns as it warns up for the day ahead. Around
the roomthere are stray papers strewn over the floor. It
has been sone tinme since the room has been cl eaned. EDEN
a smartly-dressed yout hful and bubbly 20-year-old, neekly
pokes her head through the front door of the press house.
She is unsure if she has the right place.

EDEN
Hel | 0?

A loud cluttering can be heard comng fromthe floor
above.

LOU S ( FROM AFAR)
Just a m nute!

Eden wal ks into the store. She notices a | arge door on the
printing press and stops, perplexed. LOUS, in his 60s,
wearing a thin noustache and an ugly suit, appears on the
staircase. He realises that she has noticed the door on
the press and rushes over to stand between her and the
machi ne.

LOU S
Ah - er - good norning! You mnust
be Eden Tayl or?

EDEN
Yes, M. WIllians! That's ne!

She extends her hand for a handshake. Louis | ooks her up
and down, astonished, before staring down his nose at her.

LOU S
My goodness! It’s your first day;
you' re not getting paid yet! (a
beat)

Eden quickly retracts her hand.

EDEN
Oh, no - | just...

LOU S (CUTTI NG HER OFF)
This is the twenty-first century!
Print text is in decline - we're
not nmade of noney here. W' re
made of. ..

Loui s scans the press room which is |ined by wooden
wal | s.

LOUI S (CONT' D)
ad trees, and...
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He continues scanning the room and notices the papers
strewn on the fl oor.

LOU S (CONT' D)
nore old trees. (A beat)

Eden is sonmewhat stunned by Louis’ ranting.

LOUI S (CONT' D)
Besides, | nade it very clear in
the job listing that this is an
unpai d internship. So no
pay, just experience.

Eden nods obediently. She doesn’t want to protest.

LOUI S (CONT' D)
Good. .. now...

Loui s extends his hand for a handshake. Awkward pause -
Eden doesn’t know what to make of Louis. She slowy
extends her hand to shake his.

LOU S (CONT' D)
Wel conme, Eden, to WIlians and
Sons’ printing house. | am
Wllianms... s son. (A beat) You
can call ne Louis.

EDEN
Nice to neet you, Louis

Louis smiles slightly, and wal ks over to the door on the
press.

LOU S
| saw you noticed this door here
- | bet you' re wondering what its
pur pose is.

EDEN
Well, I was thinking it was just
for mainten-.

Louis slanms his hand agai nst the door, cutting her off.

LOU S
Wong! Purely decorative! (a
beat) But | ook at the inagination
on you. "Entering books"? Hah!

Eden chuckles lightly - she is unconfortable.
A small bell hanging fromthe door chinmes as JCE, in his
30s and dishevelled, enters the press room He is wearing

a LARGE BROWN COAT, which he hangs on the coat stand,
shoul ders sl unped.
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LOUI S
Ah, Joe! Good norni ng.

Joe stays hunched, he’'s not in the nood for pleasantries.

JOE [ GRUMBLI NG
Mornin’ ..

Joe | ooks up and notices Eden. He clears his throat, and
| ooks back and forth between Eden and Loui s, sonewhat
bew | der ed.

JCE [ CONT’ O]
Good -- good norni ng?

Loui s pats Eden on the shoul der.

LOU S
Joe -- 1'd like you to neet Eden,
our new intern! I’msure you’'l
make her feel very wel cone.

Eden steps forward, bean ng.

EDEN
It’s a pleasure to neet you, Joe!

Joe shakes Eden’s hand, but he is nore focused over at
Louis. Joe is pained by this situation.

JOE
Louis, do you mind if we have a
wor d?

LOU S

Not at all! Go ahead!

There is an awkward pause as Louis | ooks at Joe
expectantly.

JOE
In the office. Al one.

JOE and LOUI S exit through the door at the rear of the
bui | di ng, | eaving Eden al one.

2 INT. WLLIAMS AND SON' S EMPLOYEE OFFI CE - DAY 2
LOUI S follows JOE into the EMPLOYEE OFFI CE. There are two
desks; one is stacked with books, the other is conpletely
bare. Louis closes the door behind him

JOE
Louis... an intern?

Louis chuckles to hinself proudly as he adjusts his suit.
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LOUI S
| know! Unpaid! |I’'ma geni us!
W' || save so nuch noney...

Joe can’t believe what he is hearing.

JOE
You know what this job
i nvol ves... but you want to bring
in an intern?
LOU S
Well | don’t know why you think

she woul dn’t be capabl e..

3 INT. WLLIAMS AND SON S PRESS ROOM - DAY

LOUI S and JOE's ani mated notions can be seen through a
w ndow, but glass nuffles their argunent. Eden watches the
two argue while slowy pacing back over to the door on the

press machi ne.

4 | NT. WLLIAMS AND SON S EMPLOYEE OFFI CE -

JOE
Pl ease tell ne she at | east knows
the ins and outs of this job.

LOU S
Oh, please, Joe - what difficulty
is there in keeping an eye on a
printing press?

Joe gives Louis a know ng | ook.

JOE
You know what happens when things
go wrong. You know why we’ ve gone
t hrough three enpl oyees in the
past year, Louis.

S INT. WLLIAMS AND SON S PRESS ROOM - DAY

DAY

5

EDEN i s reaching for the door handle on the press nmachine.

6 INT. WLLI AV AND SON' S EMPLOYEE COFFI CE -

DAY

LOUS is becomng mldly irritated by JOE's protests.

LOU S
Two resignations and a workpl ace
i ncident, Joe. Sonetines these
t hi ngs just happen at a printing
conpany.
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Joe begins pacing slowy towards Louis - he’'s not happy.

JOE
No, Louis. Papercuts "just
happen”. Ink spills "just
happen”. |’ve seen the news, 1’'d
even accept that sonetinmes an
of fi ce pyram d-schenme "j ust
happens”. [a beat] But you and I
bot h know that at any ot her
printing conpany...

Joe | ooks up and notices Eden is beside the press.

JCE [ PANI CKED]
She’s at the entry door.

Louis scranbles to his feet, rushing out of the office.

7 INT. WLLIAVMS AND SON S PRESS ROOM - DAY 7
LOU S catches EDEN wi th her hand on the doorknob.
LOU S
Ah! That door is just wonderful
decoration on that ol d press!

JOE follows Louis back into the press room Eden slowy
lets go of the handle

JOE
Yes! The mai ntenance door! [a
beat |
Eden i s suspi ci ous.
EDEN

But Louis said it was for
decor ati on, not mai nt enance?

Joe and Loui s exchange gl ances, trying to think on their
feet.

JOE
Vell - yes... it’s for decoration
and mai ntenance. Mai nt ai ni ng
decor ati on.

Eden rai ses an eyebrow

JCE [ CONT’ D]
Ink refilling... and maki ng sure
that the decorating of the pages
stays... decorating.

Eden rolls her eyes. Both Joe and Louis are strange! In
the di stance, a beepi ng noi se can be heard.
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LOU S
Ah - there’s our job for today!
Let ne go get that!

Louis clinbs the stairs to his office, |eaving Eden and
Joe alone. Brief silence between the two. Eden wal ks over
to one of the desks in the press roomand |leans on it
casual ly.

EDEN
So... you wanna tell ne what the
two of you were arguing about
before that was so secretive |
wasn’t allowed to hear it?

Joe puts his hands in his pockets, sonmewhat unconfortable.

JOE
Nah, it was just... sonething
irrel evant.

EDEN

Somet hing irrel evant.
There is another brief silence.

EDEN [ CONT' O
Not hi ng about mne?

Joe shifts unconfortably. He won’'t | ook Eden in the eye.

JCE
Nope. Nah.

Eden folds her arns across her chest. Awkward sil ence,
soon broken by Louis racing back down the stairs, filled
W th vigour.

LOUI S [ DRANATI CALLY]
Two househol ds! Both alike in
dignity...

Joe sighs, exasperat ed.

JOE
Here we go..

LOU S [ DRANMATI CALLY]
In fair Verona, where we |ay our
scene. From anci ent grudge break
to new nutiny, where civil blood
makes civil hands uncl ean.

Louis bows dramatically. Eden is sonmewhat amused.
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EDEN
Roneo and Juliet?

Loui s | ooks up, grinning broadly.

LOU S
| ndeed! Secondary school teachers
truly appreci ate Shakespeare’s
ability to capture what it is to
be a youth in | ove..

JCE [ MUTTERI NG
What ? Sui ci dal ? (a beat)

Loui s pays no noti ce.

LOU S
We shoul d have a copy on the
conmputers already. Joe, would you
i ke to show Eden how to send the
transcript to print?

JCE
You nean pressing the little
button? (a beat)

Loui s again pays no notice. He opens the door to the
wor kers office and gestures the two in.

8 INT. WLLIAMS AND SON S EMPLOYEE OFFI CE - DAY

A short tinme |ater. Eden watches over Joe’'s shoul der

feet up.

prints the text. He kicks back in his chair and puts
JCE
Just like that.
EDEN
So now what ?
JCE
Wel |, nost days we can just sit

around here. Lunch is usually at
about 12: 30, and then we cl ock
off at five.

Joe lets out a | ong yawn.

EDEN
That's all we have to do?

Joe reaches into his pocket and pulls out his phone.

8

as he
hi s
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JOE
| mean, sonetinmes there' s other
work to be done..

Joe starts playing a gane on his phone.

JCE [ CONT’ D]
But for the nost part, that's it.

Eden is anused. She sits down behind the enpty desk. The
press quietly begins to churn in the adjacent room

EDEN
For such a | aid-back role, Louis
seened really eager to bring ne
on. Alnpst |ike | was needed
i mredi ately.

Joe keeps his eyes on his phone gane.
JCE
Yeah, the | ast person who had
your role left here kind of...

The gane beeps as Joe | oses the |evel.

JCE [ CONT’ D]
Suddenl y.
Short silence.
EDEN
Do you mind if | ask what
happened?
JCE

They... decided they wanted to
take a bit of an extended
hol i day.

Eden scoffs.

EDEN
A hol i day! What on earth about
wor ki ng here woul d nmake someone
need a hol i day?

Joe has returned to his phone gane. Silence. Suddenly,
Louis bursts into the room holding a freshly-pressed copy
of Roneo and Juliet.

LOU S [ PANI CKED]
Joe! Joe! It’s happening again!

Joe springs up out of his chair and runs out into the
press room Eden and Louis follow



9 INT. WLLIAMS AND SON S PRESS ROOM - DAY 9

Joe inspects the texts that are exiting the machine,
flipping rapidly through the pages.

JCE
Where does it stop?

LOU S
Ah, ah - Act 1, Scene 4!

Joe begins turning pages to that section of the play.

EDEN [ TO LQUI S]
What’ s happeni ng?

LOU S
Ah, it’s just a slight
mal function - the press has
sinply stopped pressing ink to
paper and. ..

Joe has found the page.

JOE [ SHOUTI NG
Qui ck! Act 1, Scene 4 of Roneo
and Juliet! What shoul d be
happeni ng at that point?

Loui s’ nouth is agape, he cannot renenber.

EDEN
Isn’t that when Roneo, Mercutio
and Benvolio go to the Capulet’s
bal | ?

Joe runs over to an OLD TRUNK under the staircase. He digs
t hrough them and throws a 1300s DRESS and MASQUE t o Eden.

JCOE
Put that on.

Eden picks up the dress, bew | dered.

EDEN
Why ?

Joe begins pulling on his own 1300s- ERA GARB
JOE
You really | ove asking questions,
don’t you? Just put it on, |1l
explain everything later.

Eden refuses. She wants answers.
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EDEN
Someone seriously needs to tel
me what’s going on. You' re both
bei ng so secretive about
everything. Wiat are you two
hi di ng?

Joe wal ks over to Eden.

JCE
Eden, | know that you don’t know
me well, so let nme put it this
way. |’mnot a theatre type, but

what’ s happening is serious
enough for nme to put on these..

Joe has put on a pair of UGY TIGHTS. He awkwardly
readj usts a wedgi e.

JOE [ CONT’ D]
So pl ease, put on your dress and

you' |l start getting all the
answers you want. ..

10 I NT. WLLIAMS AND SON S PRESS ROOM - DAY 10

Not |ong after, Eden stands with Joe next to the press.
She’s still not inpressed.

EDEN
W | ook ridicul ous.

Both are in UGLY GARB.

JOE
Yeah, well - we won't in a
m nut e.
LOU S
I f you ask nme, | think you | ook
fant asti c!

Joe glares at Louis. Louis’ smle fades. A beat.

JCOE
You wanted to know what was
behi nd t he door.

Eden nods.
JOE [ CONT' DO

Just know that if | tell you, you
won't believe mne.
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EDEN [ FRUSTRATED]
You said you' d --

Joe opens the door to the press machine. Eden falls quiet.

JCE
Let ne show you.

Joe pushes Eden from behind through the press door and
into the press nachine.

11 EXT. VERONA SI DE STREET - DAY 11

EDEN and JCE step out through a DOOR IN THE WALL into a
side street of Verona. A nearby nmarket VENDOR | eads a
donkey-drawn CART filled wth HAY

EDEN
What is this place...?

JCE
How di d Shakespeare put it? "Fair
Verona, where we |ay our scene.”

EDEN i s skepti cal

EDEN
No, no, no. | mean this joke of a
press conmpany? Surely there's a
hi dden camera around here
somewher e?

Eden reaches into the cart and sifts around in it the hay.
The vendor turns to her. He reaches to his hip, prepared
to draw a sword.

VENDOR
Ho! Do you quarrel

EDEN

Did you just call me a "ho"? (a
beat)

Joe pulls Eden back.

JOE
Nay, sir! The | ady knoweth not!

The Vendor lets go of his sword handl e and begi ns novi ng
his cart, disgruntled. Joe turns to Eden.

JOE
This is Verona -- we're inside
Roneo and Juli et.

Eden shakes her head in disbelief.
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JOE [ CONT' DO
| told you that you woul dn’t
bel i eve me.

EDEN
| don't. This is a wel
prank, Joe - "travell
books".

(Q 1

I
n
Eden | ooks around the alley.

EDEN [ CONT’ D]
Turning your office courtyard
into a city street is a nice
touch, too.

Eden, in a huff, wal ks back to the door through which they
ent er ed.

JOE
Eden, | prom se you, |’ m not
| yi ng.

She turns to him

EDEN
Yeah, and |'mrelated to the
Queen.

JOE [ BEW LDERED]
You are?

Eden pauses. She can’'t believe he thinks she’s serious. A
beat .

EDEN
No!

She stornms back through the door.

12 I NT. WLLIAMS AND SON S PRESS ROOM - DAY 12

An angry EDEN returns fromthe press machine. LOU S, stil
in the press room is excited to see her return

LOU S
On! Back already? That was qui ck

Eden glares at Louis, causing himto cower back. She wal ks
around behi nd the nachi ne.

EDEN
How do you do it? Your little
TARDI S- printi ng-press gag?

She taps on the steel behind the door. JOE energes from
W thin the machine, inpatient.
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Joe | ooks

Joe sighs
with this.

Joe hol ds
poi nt .

Joe si ghs,

Joe turns

13.
JOE
Eden, cone on. W're burning tine
her e.
EDEN

| agree - why don’t you fix up

this machine so it goes back to
printing the way it should? If

this even is a press house.

at Loui s.

JOE
Do you want to explain it?

LOU S
Oh, you go on Joe. You're better
than | am at explaining this.

and slunps his shoulders. He didn't want to dea

JOE
kay. Eden, there’s only one way
we can fix that machi ne, because
sonet hi ng about that press
machi ne. Sonetines things go a
bit strange.

LOUI S [ BOl STEROUS]
MAG C

up one finger, as though to agree with Louis’

JOE
That’'s one way of putting it. The
characters within a story sort of
cone to life and start making
t heir own deci sions.

LOU S [ BO STEROUS]
FREE W LL!

exasperated, but nods in agreenent.

JOE
Yes, Louis. The characters seem
to have free will. Wiich in turn,
nmeans sometines what is neant to
happen in the story doesn’t.

LOUI S [I N HORROR]
MADNESS! (a beat)

to Louis.
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JCE
| mean, do you want to explain
t hi s?

Loui s drops his head, ashaned. Joe turns back to Eden.

JOE [ CONT' DO
So when that happens, words stop
appearing -- like their fates are

no | onger witten. And you and I
have to go into the book and nake
sure things happen the way they
shoul d.

EDEN
And i f we don't?

Louis lets out a loud cry of pain. Joe has no synpat hy.

JOE
Then the press probably prints
what ever |ives the characters
live out, and we probably get a
copyright lawsuit for poor
rip-offs.

LOUI S [ SOBBI NG
Th-this place would g-go

bankr upt!

JOE
O course, we don't know for
sure. ..

LOU S [ SOBBI NG
B-but why f-f-find out?

Eden is still skeptical.

EDEN
So, let nme get this straight.
Soneone in Roneo and Juliet has
devel oped free wll...

JOE
My bet is Roneo wants a night in
"browsing’ the | atest Midens of
the Pl ayl ord Mansion scroll (a
beat)

EDEN
But whatever it is, the Capul et
ball isn't going to play out the
way it should as a result?
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JOE

Yep, but we’ve got to mmke sure

it does.
LOU S

That's right!

Loui s, breaking the fourth wall, turns to the canera.

LOU S

Because you're the Lore

Enf or cer s!

Bot h Eden and Joe are both confused.

JCE [TO LQUI S]
Who are you tal king to?

Loui s catches hinself, and readjusts his suit.

LOU S
Oh - er - notime for questions!
Renmenber, I'mturning the press

off at five. We're trying to save
nmoney here!

Eden wal ks back around to the front of the press machi ne.
She’s no | onger doubtful, she’ s now excited.

JOE
Ckay, are you ready?

EDEN
When you are.

Joe opens the door to the press, and the two re-enter
Ver ona.

13 EXT. VERONA SI DE STREET - DAY 13

JOE and EDEN step back out into the side street. Eden is
somewhat awestruck as Joe cl oses the door behind him

EDEN
Ww, so this is actually Verona!

JOE [ SARCASTI CALLY]
Nope - hidden camera is right
over there. (a beat)

He points over to the left; Eden chuckles quietly to
hersel f.

JOE [ CONT' D
Look, Eden...

He pats her on the shoul der, and she turns to him
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JOE
| know it’s exciting to be inside
a text you ve read for years, but
there are sone really inportant
things to renenber. Nunber one -
t he gol den door.

Joe turns to the DOOR through which they entered.

JOE [ CONT’ D
That’s the only way in and out of
here, so we need to renenber
exactly where it was, because
it’ll only go back to the press
roomuntil Louis turns the
machi ne of f.

EDEN
Wait, so if Louis turns the
machi ne of f, we get trapped in
here?

Joe nods. Eden | ooks horrified.

EDEN [ CONT’ D]
So - trapped for good?

JOE
Think of it nore as an extended
hol i day.
Eden gasps.
EDEN

That’ s what happened to the
previ ous enpl oyee?

JOE
Mar k? Yeah. But don’t worry. He's
l[iving it up in the south
Pacific.

EDEN
I n whi ch book?

JOE
| believe... in Treasure |Island
(A beat).

14 EXT. PIRATE SHI P - N GHT 14

Flash of LIGATNING as torrential rain falls down on a
pirate ship in the mddle of rough seas. MARK, 40s and
unkenpt is on his hands and knees, scrubbing the deck. A
fierce Pl RATE stands over him
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Pl RATE
Scrub harder, yer scoundrel, or
"1l keel haul ya!

The pirate lets out a deep |augh as Mark screans in fear
(a beat).

15 EXT. VERONA SI DE STREET - DAY 15

JOE realises he is not being very reassuring. He | ooks at
hi s wat ch.

JOE
Look, we have nothing to worry
about. The tinme now is about
9: 30, we have 7 hours. And even
t hough you won’t feel it, tine
w ll nove much slower while we're
in here. It’s a fast noving play.

EDEN
So we shoul d have plenty of tinme?

Joe | ooks away from his watch and begi ns | ooki ng around
the street.

JOE
Well, I'd put it at about m dday
now, and we need Roneo and Juli et
to be at that ball tonight, so we
don’t have a lot of tine to get
the events right.

He turns back to the door.

JCE [ CONT’ D]
But 1'd like to think we could
fix this up and be back before
| unch.

He flashes a slight smle at Eden. She’s not as confident.

JOE [ CONT’ D]
The other thing we need to
remenber is that English has
changed a | ot since Shakespearean
times. We nust speaketh |ike
t hose fol k to beest understood.

Eden is feeling overwhel ned.
EDEN [ TO HERSELF]

What has’t | gotten nyself
into...? (a beat)
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JCE
You'll do fine, just follow ny
| ead.

Joe pats her on the shoul der.

JOE [ CONT' DJ
Besi des, you know this play
better than I do! Now. ..

Joe | ooks down the street to his right. He can see a
MARKETPLACE.

JOE [ CONT' Dj
Do you think sonmeone down there
knows where we m ght find Roneo
Mont ague. . ?

END SCENE



