I NT. A PRIVATE FI RST CLASS PLANE CUBI CLE

We are on a plane but we don’'t know that yet. W pan over
the sleeping figure of ASI A VERA WANG VELASQUEZ in |ight
green satin pyjamas. On the table we see a perfune bottle,
hai r brush, hal f-cl osed Macbook Air, and worn copy of The
Coll ected Stories of Katherine Mansfield. ASIA turns in her
sl eep. W& see her dreamunfold and it |ooks Iike a |like the
Di anonds Are A Grl’'s Best Friend fil msequence - except
she’s wearing a gold satin gown against a plain red

backgr ound.

ASIA (V.Q):
|’ ve been having this recurring
dreamall summer. |’mwal king up to

a podi um about to graduate high
school when | realise that |’ m not
graduating at all but about to be
sworn in as President! O Prine

M nister. |I’mnot sure which
country I’mgonna end up in yet so
it’s like having a dreamw th

facel ess people...Anyway |’'m
freaki ng out because |I’monly,

like, 17 and I don’t know how to
rule a country but it’s not |ike I
was gonna say no to becom ng
President slash Prime Mnister! So
| " m about to give ny acceptance
speech but it turns out it’s been a
M ss Uni verse pageant all al ong and
| ve never heard of the country ny
sash says |'’mfrom and now all

t hese i nmpoverished Filipino street
kids are staring at nme expecting ne
to say sonmething. So now |’'m
tearing off parts of ny D or dress
to give themwhich | knew was so
stupid but | kept doing it anyway
and the people behind ne were
cheering and- -

THREE KNOCKS on the cabin door. W now see a full shot of
Asia |lying down inside a cabin. ANOTHER THREE KNOCKS. Musi c:
Wonder Worman by LI ON BABE begins to creep in. Asia doesn’t
even |ift up her eye mask as she sits up. She lazily reaches
across the bed to press "Open" and col |l apses back on the
bed. FLI GHT ATTENDANT enters with food on a silver breakfast
tray.

FLI GHT ATTENDANT:
Good norning, Mss Vel asquez.
Br eakf ast one hour earlier as you

( MORE)
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FLI GHT ATTENDANT: (cont’ d)
requested. W& hope you had a good
rest.

ASIA smles and lifts up her eye nmask as FLI GHT ATTENDANT
sets the tray on her bed.

ASI A:
| did, thank you.

FLI GHT ATTENDANT
Decaf cappuccino, blueberry and
ricotta hotcake with seasona
fruits, seeds and creamjust |ike
Top Paddock, and a virgin m nosa.

ASIA (V.Q):
Virgin against ny will.

Musi ¢ fades out.

ASI A
Thank you! | feel so honesick
already, | just couldn’t wait until

tonorrow to have breakfast at Top
Paddock so Mom bought the recipe
fromthem

FLI GHT ATTENDANT
| " ve been there once and |l oved it!
They said they wouldn’t give ne the
recipe for a mllion dollars!

ASI A:
25,000 actually.

FLI GHT ATTENDANT:
What ?

ASI A:
VWhat ?

FLI GHT ATTENDANT:
Well, | hope you’' ve enjoyed your
flight with us and we wi sh you a
happy homecom ng, M ss Vel asquez.

FLI GH ATTENDANT exits. ASI A spoons down a nout hful of
hot cake and downs some virgin m nosa.

ASI A:
" mcom ng for ya, Kook G een.
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Musi ¢ ki cks back in at the chorus of Wnder Wman by LI ON
BABE. W see the Kookaburra G een Coll ege uniform hangi ng
like an Iron Man suit on display. On the floor are black
patent Mary Janes and neatly fol ded | ace socks ready for
action.

FADE TO BLACK. OPEN NG CREDI TS.
END OF OPENI NG CREDI TS. FADE TO -
EXT. 6:45 AM A PICK UP TERM NAL AT MELBOURNE Al RPORT.

ASIA is greeted by a uniforned |inousine driver who
approaches the fleet of brightly col oured Kate Spade | uggage
beside her. ASIA breathes in the city and smles as she
enters the car.

ASIA (V.Q):
My nane is Asia Vera Wang
Vel asquez. | was shipped off to

Mel bourne when | was 10 and |’ ve
been boardi ng at Kookaburra G een
Col | ege ever since. Over the summer
| realised that | wanted sonething
bi gger than being elected C ass

Captain 6 years in a row...| want
to do sonething real, BE soneone
real - and not be out of touch with

the world despite the privileges ny
upbringi ng has brought ne.

DRI VER:
VWl cone honme, M ss Asia.

ASI A:
It’s good to be back! I'ma new and
i mproved Asia. Did you know
bought two new wardrobes full of
ONLY ethical fashion? It’s so nice
to be woke about the neans of
pr oducti on.

SPLI'T SCREEN. AS EACH GROUP MEMBER TYPES TO RESPOND, WE SEE
THEM AND HEAR THEI R VO CEOVERS READI NG THE MESSAGES AS THEY
POP UP | N CHAT BUBBLES. KAREENA | S EXT. SEASIDE. ASIA IS
INT. LIMO WTH BLACK INTERIORS. LILY IS INT. LIMOWTH WH TE
| NTERI ORS.

ASIA (V.Q ) TO THE GROUP CHAT:
Happy first day, |loves! So |I’'ve
been thi nki ng about the
di stribution of wealth in this
capitalist society...
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DRI VER:
Want to take the scenic route?

ASI A:
Al ways!

KAREENA (V. O.) TO THE GROUP CHAT:
WF why?? But |ike fair tho. Al so,
| won't be back til tonorrow, |'m
still in Guam sozzzzz

ASIA (V.QO ) TO THE GROUP CHAT: :
Kareena!! We're in Year 11 now,
time is precious at this point in
our educati on.

LILY (V.O) TO THE GROUP CHAT:
Personally, I'"mpretty glad this
capitalist society distributed a
lotta wealth ny way.

KAREENA (V. QO ) TO THE GROUP CHAT::
My parents give a |lot of noney to
charity...

LILY (V.O.) TO THE GROUP CHAT:
My sweet darling Asia. Do you want
to know why Asians can’'t drive?

ASIA (V.0.) TO THE GROUP CHAT:
Ugh. Wy?

LILY (V.O) TO THE GROUP CHAT:
It’s because we have drivers.
Bitch. /fire enmoji/ /sushi enojil/
[fist punp enoji/

CUT TO BLACK. THE SOQUND OF A CAR DOCOR OPENI NG LI KE A SASSY
FULL STOP AT THE END OF A SENTENCE.

CUT TO -

EXT. 7:45 AM ON THE QUADRANGLE | N FRONT OF THE KOOKABURRA
GREEN COLLEGE.

Musi c: Confident by Dem Lovato. We see several black
linmousines pull up in aline at the KG entrance. Like a
chorus |ine canon, unifornmed drivers open their car doors to
young Asi an schoolgirls stepping out in identical patent
Mary Janes.
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Ti med al ongsi de the rhythm c bass of the song, we see a
colourful nontage of designer |luggage hitting the pavenent.
They're here. ASIA, LILY, UNNAMED ASI AN G RL 1, and UNNAMED
ASIAN GRL 2 strut to the entrance in fabul ous slow notion,
uniforns fluttering in the w nd.

W see JIAO getting off at the tramstop in front of the
school. She is wearing uniform pants, green junper pushed up
to her el bows, barely covering her Sylvia Plath tattoo, with
backpack slung over one shoul der. Conplete w th undercut,
she | ooks |like an Asian Janes Dean who can nmake even a
private school uniforml ook cool as hell.

ASI A notices JI AO and stares. Her posse follow her gaze.

LILY:
Oh danm, who's the new girl?

UNNAMED ASI AN G RL 1:
| think I've seen her at an event
bef or e.

ASI A
That’s not a girl. That’s an Asian
Ruby Rose i ncarnate.

LILY:
Oh ny god, keep it in your pants.

UNNAVED ASI AN G RL 2:
Hn | swear it was her dad who
signed a deal with Sansung | ast
week.

ASI A and JI AO | ock eyes for a nonent. ASIA smiles at her but
JI AO | ooks away.

ASI A:
Fuck. Sign a deal with ne.

LILY:
This is gonna be a great year.

CUT TO - I NT. MORNI NG CLASSROOM

Students are chatting and scattered around the room They
are all Asian except for one blonde girl in the corner. ASIA
is taking a Boonerang of herself kissing her new pencil case.
JIAO i s watching her benused and a little judgenental. M SS
WONG enters and the students sit down.
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M SS WWONG
Good norning everyone, happy first
day back!

EVERYONE

Happy first day back/good
norni ng/nice to see you etc.

M SS WONG
Hope you all did your assigned
readi ngs over the holidays.

EVERYONE:
Yesssss.

UNNAMVED ASI AN G RL 3:
Mss, the wifi wouldn’t work in
Beli ze.

The class | aughs. ASI A |l eans over to UNNAVED ASI AN G RL 4.

ASI A:
VWhat ki nd of dunbo wouldn’t do the
assi gned readi ngs?

UNNAMED ASI AN G RL 4:
| know right!

M SS VWONG
Asia - do you have any thoughts
you' d care to share wth us?

ASI A:
Al ways! | was assigned Katherine
Mansfield s collection of short
stories. | was, like, really

conpel l ed at how she bal anced
sadness and this sense of desperate
optimsm | sent you a creative
response to it this norning,

actually. I was really bored on ny
flight.

M SS WONG
Wonderful, I look forward to it.
Anyone el se?

JI AC
Yeah, um ..

M SS VWONG
Oh, | alnost forgot! Everyone, this
i's our new student, Jiao Tong.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

M SS WONG (cont’ d)
She’ s a buddi ng pl aywight and we
are very lucky to have her at KGC

Students clap politely.
JI AO;

| prefer energing playwight over

buddi ng pl aywi ght,

actual ly...anyway, | was assigned
Wolf’'s A Roomof One’s Ow. |’ ve
read it before and I think it’s
great but I'mdefinitely interested

inwiting a contenporary

deconstruction that took race and

class into account.

ASI A stares at JIAO for a nonment before whi ppi ng out her

phone and taking a Snapchat selfie.

On her screen she types

over her the photo: The new kid is /heart eye enoji/ /fire

enoj i/ /bookenoji/

END OF EXCERPT.



